Asia University Master’s and Doctorate Thesis Plagiarism Guideline 
Established and passed in the 2nd academic committee in the 1st semester of the 2009 academic year on 98.12.30

Announced on 99.1.19 in the Asia University letter coded 0990000524

1. The “Asia University Master’s and Doctorate Thesis Plagiarism Guideline” was established to protect academic dignity and create a mechanism in this university to prevent plagiarism and process related cases with justice. This guideline was established according to clause 2 of law 7 in the degree granting law. 
2. Thesis papers, creations, exhibits, image or technical reports that have led to degrees but have found to be plagiarized will lead to the rescinding of the degree if investigations support plagiarism. The rescinding of the degree will be announced and the diploma will be nullified along with student expulsion. Countries and this university’s library will be contacted to withdraw the thesis paper. In criminal instances, the case will be processed according to the law. 
Graduate students with the activity above will have their matriculation qualification nullified and diploma rescinded. Students who have not completed their education cannot continue. 
3. Acts of plagiarism that have been specifically named and verified by the informant will be immediately processed according to the guideline. Anonymous reports of plagiarism will not be processed. 
The informant should fill out the “Asia University Master’s and Doctorate Thesis Plagiarism Report Document of Proof” (see attachment) and send it to the registrar to report the incident. 
4. The committee established to review cases of plagiarism would act under the principles of justice, objectivity, and swiftness in processing cases of plagiarism. The committee will be formed by the defendant’s dean of school, department head, and a member of faculty from the department along with an external committee member with legal understanding appointed by the department and approved by the university’s dean. The defendant’s dean of school will act as the head of committee and preside over meetings, inviting guiding professors for explanation when necessary. The defendant’s guiding professor, oral exam member, and blood related or family through marriage cannot be committee members. If the school of dean is the defendant’s guiding professor, the university’s dean will act as head of committee and preside over meetings.
5. Allegations of plagiarism that have not been verified should be conducted in secrecy to avoid the exposure of the informant and defendant. The review of plagiarism allegations should respect the determination of professional fields. The processing procedure is: the committee will contact the defendant within a month of being informed of the case, then the defendant must issue a document to refute the contents of the allegations within 10 day. The committee will then recommend a minimum of 2 impartial scholars in the professional field for cross checking. Once the investigator has reached a conclusion an investigation report and punishment suggestions should be established as proof of handling the case. The investigator’s identity should be kept confidential. 
6. Once the committee has reviewed the case, a general decision should be made. The defendant and informant will be notified via document of the results and reasoning. The defendant can issue an appeal within 15 days of the verdict. There is a limit of 1 appeal and once the registrar has received the appeal, the committee should reopen the case for review. 
7. Allegations of plagiarism that have been verified and punished should be publicly announced and the informant’s identity should be kept confidential; the defendant’s guiding professor should be strictly limited to offering guidance to very few students. 
8. This document has been passed by academic committee and approved by the dean before announcement and execution; amendments have been approved in the same manner. 
